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FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTH PARLIAMENT.

The Seventh Parliame""t was dissolved on the 31st August, iiit1. The Eighth Parliament under
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

The Legislative Council Inet at 12 noon,
pursuant to proclamation, which was read
by the Clerk of Parliaments (Mr. G. F.
Hillman).

CO'MMISSIONERS.

His Excellency's Commissioners (His
Honoumr the Chief Justice, Sir S. H. Par-
ker, and His Honour Justice 'McMillan)
having entered the Chamber a 'Message
was sent to thle Legislative Assembly re-
questing the presence of members in the
Council Chamber.

'Members of the Legislative Assembly
having arrived accordimigy, His Honour
the Chief Justice (Senior Commissioner)
requested the Clerk to read His Excel-
lency's Comimission to do all things neces-
sary in his nmfe for the opening of Par-
liamenit. which Commission was read.

The Senior Commissioner then read
the following- statement:-
Mr. President, Honourable Gentlemen of

the Legislative Council and Gentle-
men of the Legislative Assembly:-

We have it in command from His Ex-
cellency the Governor to inform you that,
at three o'clock this afternoon, His Ex-
cellency wvill declare to you the causes of
the calling- of this Parliament; and it
bein Ig necessary that a Speaker of the
Legi slative Assembly should be first
chosen, it is His Excellency's pleasure
that you, Gentlemen of the Legislative
Assembly, repair to the place where you
are to sit, and having been duly sworn
by the Commissioner appointed by His
Excellency, you do elect your Speaker,
and notify the same to His Excellency.

Members of the Legislative Assembly
having retired, His Honour Justice Mec-
2Lillan (Junior Commissioner) left the
Chamber.

SWEARING-TN.
His Excellency's Commission to the

Senior Commissioner to swvear in new
members was rend.

The Clerk produced time return to the
writ for the Central Province vacancy
(Mlinisterial re-election).
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The Hlonourable John Mlichael Drew,
Colonial Secretary, took and subscribed
to the oath and signed the roll.

The Commissioner left the Chamber.

Siting suspended from 12.13 to 3 p.m.

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

His Excellency the Governor entered
the Council Chamber at 3.3 p.m.; and the
members of the Legislative Assembly hav-
ing, also attended in the Chamber obedi-
ently to summons His Excellency was
pleased to deliver the following speech:

M1r. President and Honourable Gentlemen
of tiee Legislative Council-

Mr, Speakoer and Gentlemen of the Legis-
Lative Assembly-

It affords mie exceeding pleasure to
meet the members of the Eighth Parlia-
ment of Wl~estern Australia.

The voting in the recent general elec-
tions (though a few returns have yet to
come to hand) has demonstrated beyond
question the keen political interest and
consciousness of responsible citizenship
actuating the people of this State,
severity-five per cent, of the electors on
the rolls having exercised the franchise.
This result is not only unprecedented in
Western Australia, but eelilpses anything
of a like character yet achieved in the
whole of the Commonwealth.

Since tire ba.l wssion of thie late Par-
liament an Imaperial Conference has corn-
pleted its labours in London. The de-
liberations of that representative body are
in themselves an evidence of the zeal and
earnestness permeating- and sputing the
whole of the British Empire with the
pulsations of kinship.

My Advisers will,' in due course, submit
for your deliberation measures arising out
of the proceedings of tire Conference, 1.0
the end that, in matters of Imperial im-
portance and affecting the common weal,
there may he uniformity of legislation
throughout the Commonwealth and the
British Dominions.

The prosperity prevailing throughout
the Commonwealth, including this State,

justifies a national pride and high hopes
for the future.

It is, however, a matter for sincere re-
gret that our eastern agnientturat districts
have been visited by an unfavourable
season, In consequence of an abnormal
diminution in the rainfall, many of the
pioneers and settlers in these parts will
have their trials and pioneeringr burdens
increased.

IMy Advisers feel confident, however,
that this misfortune is only temporary,
and with every resource at their disposal
are meeting the difficulties% caused by the
shortage of water supplies and the partial
failure of the crops within the areas re-
ferred to.

The prospect of the early construction
of the Transcontinental Railway is an
augury of increased commercial and in-
dustrihftl activity within the State.

My Advisers have every confidence in
the future of the mining industry; are
convinced that it is still far from having
attained its maximum of success; and are
giviing serious consideration to all means
of encouraging its expansion and pro-
gress.

Several districts show healthy signs of
improvement, some of the most notable
being Marvel Loch, Ora Banda, and You-
anmi.

The results of geological investigation,-
between Mount Jackson and Lake Barlee
give good hopes of mineral discoveries in
anl extenrsive belt of country hithertaz
hardly known to prospectors.

The latest discoveries at Payne's Find-
in the Yalgoo Goldfield, at Mount Eger-
tonl in the Peak Hill Goldfield, and Mount
Keith in the East Murchison Goldfield,
have excited much interest, and have,
served to illustrate the possibilities of:'
systematic prospecting.

Recent developments in the large minesr
of the Kialgoorlie district give reassuring
testimony as to the permanency and value-
of the great lodes at depths.

Coal mining continues to steadily in-
crease in importance.

Copper mining -particularly in the
Whim Creek district-is also becoming-
more and more a settled industry.

2
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Mly Ministers, fully recog-nising the im-
portance of developing the agricultural
resources of the State, have uinder con-
sideration the routes of several railways,
for the construction of whichi Bills will
in due course be submitted to you.

Special attention is being given to landi
settlement, the aim of my Advisers being
to secure the bona fides of such settle-
nment, to ensure the utilisation and culti-
vation of the soil, and to avert, the evils
of purely speculative dealings in land].

For facility in administration, andi
equality in distribution, costs, and chatg,,
my Advisers propose to amalgeamate the
various Goveininent water supply ser--
vices, and to place them under the control
of one department.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative Assembkpy-

You will be asked without delay to meet
the requirements of the public ser-vice by

r uting temporary supplies.

Mr. President and HionourabOle Gentlemen
of the Legisiafice Cownil-

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative Assmbliy-

Though it is intended that this, the first
session of the Eighlth Parliament, shall
be brief, Bills will be introduced for tine
appointment of a Parliamientary Standing
Conmmittee of Public Works, with a view
to the introduction of a vigorous, but, at
the samne time, safe aid enduring public
works policy.

Bills will alIso be introduced empower-
ing the Government to make advances to
persons of limited means, in order that
they may provide homecs for themselves;

To increase the capital and extend
the operations of the Ag-ricul-
tural Bank;

To alter the constitution of the Pub-
lic Service Appeal Board, and
to mieet the reqiuirements of re-
classification;

To amend the Early Closing Act wvith
the object of enablingl the weekly
hialf-holiday to hie determined byv
a vote of the electors;

-To reduce Ministerial and certain
Parliamuentary' officials' salaries
and

To regulate (lie practice of veterinary
surgery.

MNeasures will also be submitted for the
purlpose of simplifyring the procedure of
Local Courts;

To amend the Criminal Code, so as
to provide for the establishment
of a Court of Criminal Appeal,
and the spiecial detention and
treatment of habitual criminals
o n indeterminate sentence or
otherwise;

To transfer the appellate Iurisdietion
of the Governor-in-Council in
divorce and matrimonial causes
to the Supreme Court; and

To amend the industrial Conciliation
and Arbitration Act.

Mr. Speaker anud Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative tssernbly-

The details of rile _Eslimatos of Revenue
and Expenditure are now in course of
careful preparation and will he submitted
to you at an early date.

Thne revenue for the financiatl year
ended B0thi June last cxceded the ex-
penditure by £115,991. and therefore con-
verted the dieficit of £102,692 brought f or-
ward from the previous year into a sur-
p)lus of L13,298S.

It is not aniticipated, however, that the
result wvill be so favour-able during the
current year. In all pirobability the rev-
enuc wvill not be so large as that Of the
Preceding twelve months, as (lie shortage
in the season's rainfall will materially
affect our railway earnings and other re-
ceiple-inore p)articularly in the deferring
of payment of land rents anid Agricultural
Bank interest-and large expenditure of
an unforeseen nature will have to be in-
cerrredi in assisting agriculturists and pas-
toralists, who are suffering from a short-~
age of water, to tide over the dry season.

ITv Ministers will, in due course. re-
quest you to grant the Luau Auithorisa-
tion which they deem necessary for the
prosecution of putblic work-, incidental to
the cohrtinticd development, of the State.
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With the expansion of our primary in-
dustries, the provision of facilities for
land settlement, and means of transit in
all parts of the State, it is contemplated
that expeni]ture will increase, and my
Advisers are directing their attention to a
proportionate augmentation of the rev-
en uce.

Mr. President and Jlonourable Gentlemen
of the Legislative Council-

Air. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative tissembly-

Notwithstanding- the recent unfavour-
able season in] some portions of the State,
my Advisers have every confidence in its
recup~erative and expansive resources, anti
it is proposed 'to proceed on lines of gen-
eral. development in all public undertak-
ings.

Mly Advisers have also in view the pre-
paration of measures providing for the
betterment of the conditions prevailing
in the public service, and the granting of
equal political rights to all citizens.

Educnational matters are receiving earn-
est attention, the vast importance of this
sphere of government being fully reco-
nized by my Ministers.

Efforts are at present being made to
secure suitahie( sites for a University,a
sanatoriuml for cou1sniuptives, and a
maternity home.

I flow lea-ve you to your labours, trust-
ing that, under Divine guidance, they
may be eondncive to the material pros-
perily of the Stale andl to the lastiag
happiness of its people.

The m'embers of the Legislative As-
s~mblv left the Chamber.

The Governor then retired] and the
President (Hon. 11. 'Briggs) took the
Chair.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By thle Colonial Secretary: 1, Annual
Reports of-(a) State Children Depart-
ment; (14 -Under Secretary for Lands;
(c) Government Railways; (4) Comip-
troller General of Prisons; (ec) Educa-
tion Department; (f) Government Sav-
ings Bank; (g) Departmnent of Land
Titles. 2, Life Assurance Companies Act,

1889-Certified copies of Schedules. 3,
By-laws mande by the Road Boards of
Beverley, Black Range, Capel, Darling
Range, D ra kesbrook, Esperanee, La-w ers,
Moora, Mfou ranbine, Preston, Roebourne,
Tambelilp, and 'Williams. 4, Mfetropoli-
tan Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drain-
age Department, by-laws.

BILL-APPELLATE JURISDICTION.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. 31. Drew) : In order to assert and
maintain the undoubted rights and privi-
leges of this House to initiate legislation,
I niove (without notice) for leave to in-
crodce a Bill entitled "An Act to enlarge
the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court, and to repeal an enactment relat-
ing to the establishment and jurisdiction
of the Court of Appeal of WNestern Aus-
tralia.Y

Leave given; Bill introduced and read
a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

First Day.

The PRESIDENT: I have to an-
nounce that his Excellency the Governor
has been pleased to deliver a Speech de-
clarin- thec reasons for calling this Par-
liament together. For the sake of con-
venience a copy of the Speech will be
placed before each moember.

lion. B. C. O'BRIEN (Central) : I
beg to move thle adoption. of the following
Address-in-Reply to his Excellency the
Governlor to thle Speech he has just de-
livered to us: -

May it Please your Excellency, we,
the Legislative Council of the Parlia-
mlent of thec State of We'stern Australia
ini parliament assemnbled, beg to exp-ress
our lofialty to our JHost Gracious Sos-
eret .gn, and to thaunk your Excellency
for the Speech you hove bee" Pleased
to address to Failialelit.

I desire at this stage to thank those re-
sponsible for having entru1sted Til with
this very important inotion, an1d to say
that I appreciate highly the honour they

4
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have done me. I would like also to make
a few remarks with reference to the Holl.
J. M. Drew, and to offer him my humble
congratulations onl his elevation to the
very hig-h and honourable position which
hie occupies to-day. I feel sure I an, only
expressing the sentiment of the wvhole of
the members of this Chamber, when I say
that that gentleman is highIly respected by
all of us-. He has undertaken v-erv re-
sponsible anid onerous duties, especially'
following as he does onl the heels of a most
able predecessor in the person of the Honl.
J. D. Connolly, but I am sure flint lie will
get from holl. nmemlbers every assistance
in doing what he thinks is right in the in.
terests of this Chamber and the citizens
of the State generally. Turniinr now to
the Speech of His Excellency, it is not
pafrticularvly remarkable for debatable
matter, because it has been realised that
the new Ministry have a very' grent
amount of work to do. They have to try
to grasp the affairs of their offices, and
consequently they have not, burdened us
with, a heavy lprogiaznme; besides, most
of the matters which are contained in the
Speech have been dealt with onl the hust-
ings ait quite a recent dlate, and T there-
fore intend to-day not to labour this
motion, but just to refer briefly to the
salient points of the Speech. At the out-
set, His Excellency thou 'ght fit to refer to
the recent elections and the heavy ivote
recorded at the poll. I think with His
Exelflency that it is a matter for very
sincere congratulation to this country
that we are so far ahead in electoral mnat-
ter-s, having by that tremendous vote a
few wveeks ag-o exceeded anything done in
this State in the jast. and furthermore
created a. record for the Commonwealth.
We will not go into the details as to why
such a heavy vote wns recorded-it was
certainly a mlost emphiat ic vote in one
direction, biat that is a ,matter whiclh will
be dealt wvith on a later occasion-but I
agree with His Excellency that it is a
matter for congratulation that the people
so rose to the occasion and showed such a,
high sense of public duty. His Excellency
referred also to the Imperial.Conferenc
held in London recently. At that Conl-
ference the chosen representatives of the

Commonwealth were present and took an
active part in the deliberations. We are
told that as an outcome of thie delibera-
tions of the Conference, we are likely to
have some say in the matters dealt with,
and I think it is a matter of gratification
for us ais a small unit of the great British
Empire to be permitted to have some
little sav in the matters concerning the
welfare of the Britiiub people :and con-
cening our common interests. We are
informed in the Speech that a wave of
prosperity is prevailing. It is true that
there is a tremendous wave of prosperity
throughout Australia at the p~resen~t time.
I had the pleasure only a few months ago
of travelling through out Australasia, and
wherever T went there was noticeable a
wonderful buoyancy of trade and indus-
try in every direction. Coming back to
my own State, I found conditions just as
buoyant as they were in the Eastern
States. We calnot aCCOunmt for this wave
of prosperity; providence has been kind
to uts and the good seasons in recent years
have no doubt been mainly responsible
for it. While onl that point, I desire to
say that it is with reg-ret thlit we find in
parts of our own State at thie present
time a certain amnount of depression,
caused tlhrough the rainfall having dim-
inished consideralyl' this year as com-
pared with other years; but it is only to
be expected in a vast teritory such as ours
that from time to time droughits wiUl come,
at any rate in some portions of the State.
We are pleased, however, to know that in
many parts of the country the lighter
rains have improved the crops, and I feel
sure that when the returns come to he
tallied up, the State as a whole will aver-
age out fairly' vwell. The only cause for
regret is that a fewv may suiffer, but I be-
lieve that the Government are fully alive
to the fact that somen assistance must be
2,iven to the struggling settlers, especially
to those younger settlers who have not
been long onl their land. I ia conflident
tha t the Governmnent ire amlive to the nie-
essity of helping~ these people either by

providing wvater, reducing their rents, or
by sonic other means which w-ill help to
keel) them on their holdiug fs. We find the
Transcontiental railway is also referred
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to, and I ami very pleased that His Excel-
lency has thought fit to remind us of that.
I have always anticipated that the line
would he built in a few years. It now
seemns to be an absolute certainty, and
feeling- confident that our Government
will place no obstacle in the way of its
early coustruction, L venture to express
the opinion that when the line is built or
even commnenced, it will give a gepneral irm-
petus to trade in this country suchi as we
have never had before, because the people
will at once realise that instead of being
citizens of anl isolated State as we have
been in the past, we will be brothers, as
we oughit to be, in this great Commnon-
iveatlb. I feel sure that thie construction
of that line is close at hand and that it
wvill he completed -within a very few years,
and one thing we canl say is that no Gov'-
ernment of this Stale has ever offered anyv
obstacle to thle carrying out of that great
work. The mining- industry is dealt with
somewhat exhaustively in thle Speech;
rightly so, I think. It is a matter of con-
cern to us all that wve should do all that
we possibly call for that industry. It has
been hinted here and] there, somnetimies in
the Press, sometimes inl thle street, and
sometimes by speakers onl the public plat-
form, that the mining industry is on the
wane. I do not think it is. We may not
just for thle present be turning out as
much gold as we were a few years ago,
but nevertheless the possibilities of turn-
ing out as much gold, or even a greater
quantity, are still within our grasp, and
with a little reasonable assistance ex-
tended to the goldfields there is every
hope of the industry continuing to
flourish. But it is absolutely necessary
that we should give it ever 'y assistance that
is withinl Our power, because for the de-
velopment of our mining areas we have
at all times capita) wvaiting for inv-estment
ill anly reasonable proposition. At IKal-
goorlie and Boulder and on the Eastern
Goldfields generally to-day there are as
many men employed, Itik, as ever there
were; thle amount of gold taken out is not
quite so great, but, the same amount of
mnoney is being distributed. We have also
of] thie Murchison belt that mnagnificent,
area practically as yet untouched. We

have evidence of big finds coming to light
there, and who knows but that ainy day
another Golden Mile wvill be discovered?
We have Cue coming to the front again,
that little town that has struggled so
gamely for years, and mines that were
abandoned are now producing heavy re-
turns. There is Meekatharra, a brighlt
little centre, and, again, there is Youanmi,
and there are other centres. yet -to be de-
veloped. Thle Government should not
hesitate for a momnent inl giving all reason-
able assistance to our mining industry-
I mlean assistance to prospectors, by bat-
teries wherever necessary, even if they
have to be shifted again, where good pro-
spects are shown; also assistance by giv-
ing waler supplies and helping in matters
of sanitation, and in giving railways
here and there wherever they are Instified.
1 hope our Government will continue to
do that. In this Chamber at one time I
heard an lion, member say that wve heard
too tniu'h of the goldflelds; hut we cannot
heaqr too niRlC1 Of the goi0ddleld]s, because,
after all is said and donle. they create a
great mar-ket for the produce of other
portions of the State. We are told in
H1is Excellency's Speech that the same
system nil] be followed as has been fol-
Jawed in the past, in the mnatter of ex-
ten ding agricultural railways. I aml
pleasted to hear it. Any incoming Gov-
ernment would make a tremendous mis-
take if they hesitated at all inl regard to
that policy. I may say the p)arty to which
1 have the honour to belong,' thie Labour
party, have never at anly stage hesitated
to build railways and assist the agricul-
turist in every possible direction; and I
feel sare they will not be backward in
doing so now. I amn pleased to hear they
still, intend to push onl the spur lines in)
agricultural areas; in fact we are told a
number of Hills is now in preparation to
be submitted to uts. We are also told
measures will he submitted for our con-
sideraltion dealing with the bona, tide set-
tlement of land. I ami not going to an-'
ticipate or tell lion, m~embers the contents
of those measures, because I do not know
what they xyill be; but I take it that the
advisers of His Excellency fee] the re-
sponsibility of their action quite fully and
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'will only bring down'such measures as
wvill be respected and treated properly in
this House. We find in the Speech a re-
ference to the amalgamation of the dif-
ferent water supply departments. I can-
not understand why that has not been
done long ago. Every member of the
House has business with the different
water supply departments. We have the
Coolgardie Water Board, the Mines
Water Supply, and the Public Works
Department dealing -with water supply.
One department will construct a little
-water supply, and another department
will take control of it; but when we look
into it and wvant something done, the two
departments argue the point as to who is
responsible for the upkeep and so on. I
am pleased- to see in this very important
mnatter of water supply the Government
desire to organise a proper water supply
,department to manage it. Reference is
made in His Excellency's Speech to a
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
public works. Though I have not given
this question deep thought I think it is
a step) in the right direction, because we
know that many public works have been
oonstrUCted in the past at the whim of a
Minister, or even of a Government, which
have never paid their way or been of any
use to the country. I take it the object
of the present Government in appointing
this body is to have a Parliamentary
committee irrespective of parties, in order
that they may be advised as to 'where
money cal] be expended properly and
handled in a legitimate manner. Another
matter referred to is a very good one, the
matter of providing homes for the people.
This measure will be brought along, and
I take it that its provisions will be dis-
,cussed in the ordinary way, but so far as
I have seen it, I think it is a step in
the right direction. An alteration to the
Public Service Appeal Board is proposed.
It is evident to us all that there is absolute
necessity for this. From inquiries I have
made and from what I have seen there
seems to be, at any rate, a spirit of no-
-confidence prevailing right throughout the
public service; and when we try to inquire
the cause of this, it appears that the cause
is all laid at the door of the Public 2cr-

yice Appeal 'Board. It is now intended
that this condition of affairs will be
altered. If what we hear from the man
in the street is correct, that there is this
seething discontent in the public service,
it is time some action was taken to remedy
it. The matter of early closing is old
news; we have had the opportunity of
discussing it before, and we will again;
and as my views have already been given,
I need not dilate on them. I think the
proposed reduction of salaries, as men-
tioned in the Speech, is a, matter that re-
dounds to the credit of the present Gov-
ernment. They have decided to reduce
their salaries. I have reason to believe,
though I do not know it definitely or
authentically, they are going to reduce
tlheir salaries by £E300 per annum. I
think that move on their part deserves
g~reat praise indeed. We are told there is
to be a Bill for the purpose of dealing
with veterinary surgeons. I do not know
mutch about ths, but I know there are
mnany veterinary surgeons operating, in
this State who have established businesses
here. They are good men, with good prac-
tices, but from what I can gather they
are not qualified through some technical
matter according to Acts prevailing in
America and England. They are not
qualified strictly to be veterinary surgeons,
yet they have established businesses and
have proved themselves capable and able
men in the past; so I trust that the pro-
visions of the Bill to be b 'rought forwvard
by the Government will not press too
harshly on them, but that they 'will, per-
haps provide that men who have been in
practice for 10 or 15 years in the State
will get consideration and be brought
under the Bill. I throw this out as a, hint
-which I hope the Minister in this House
will take a note of. I do not think I will
weary hon. members further. I am sure
that the -wish expressed by H1is Excellency
in the last paragraph of the Speech is
the wish of every good citizen of this
State, and I now conclude by formally
moving the motion I have submitted lo
the House!

Hon. T. F. 0. BELMAGE (North-
East) :It is with very great pleasure that
I rise to second the mbtion for the pre-
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sentation of an address to His Excellency.
The Governor's Speech refers to the Im-
perial Conference which has just been
hetd in London, and I think that we should
congratulate Mr. Fisher on the able manl-
nier in which he represented the Common-
wealth. No doubt measures will he brought
before this Chamber which are the out-
come of the deliberations of the Confer-
ence; and it will be our duty to pass them
ini order to fall into line with the other
States of the Commonwealth. I regret
that the Speech refers to the scarcity of
rainfall in the Eastern districts. This
dryness is the more regrettable because
the country is so young and its peopte
have so recently entered into the agricul-
tural industry. I feel, however, that we
should have every eonmfidence in the Mini-
ister for Lands (Mlr. Bath), who, I think,
is fually capable of taking hold of that de-
partmnent and will soon get the settlers out
of their difficulties. He has a farm in
the Eastern districts, and I notice that
already thle Government have taken steps
to relieve the distress that has been caused
there. Reference is made to undue specu-
lation in connection with the Lands De-
partment. I trust that these practices wvill
be stopped. There is no doubt in my
mind that legitimate settlement is what is
wranted, and I do not think there has been
einoughi care and caution exercised by past
administrators in getting the right class
of selectors onl the land. Land has been
selected; bought, and sold, indiscrimin-
ately and money made in much the same
way as it was years ago in connection
with the lands in the Eastern States. I
was very pleased to notice that thie Speech
contained a wvord about the Transcontin-
ental Railway. There is no doubt that
when we voted for Federation, some
eleven years ago, we were alt led to be-
lieve that the building of this line was
part of the contract uinder which we
joined the Commonwealth, and it will be
a matter of very great satisfaction to all
the residents of Western Australia when
that great work is consumnmated. The
Speech contains a reference Also to the
decline of the gold yield. As one of the
mining representatives in this Chamber,
I regret that that industry has been almost

entirely neglected by the past Govern-
ment; in fact, when Mr. Gregory was
contesting the electorate of Menzies re-
cently, be had the greatest difficulty in
showing what be had done in the Mlines
Department during the last three years.

Hon. C. Summers: Nonsense.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Certainly
the Government treated the industry liber-
ally prior to that time, but of recent
years they have done very little for it.

Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett: What about
the Bullfinch rafiway?

Hon. T. F. 0. BR IMAGE: Perhaps it
is just as well that very little should be
said about the Bullfinch railway; it might
not be pleasant for somte of the members
of the old Cabinet. At any rate, I have
the grYeatest confidence in AU. Collier as
Mtinister for Mlines. He is a gentleman
with a thorough acquaintance of the
mining industry, and I notice that he is
g"oling In for a very essential system of
boring the country with a view to locating
lodes. The Government Geologist, and
also that great expert (Dr. MeLaren)
who visited us some months ago, have
both declared that the mineral area, is very
large and only requires planning out by a
mineral geologist so that the prospector
can go to the localities and work the lodes.
I amn very glad lo see that the Govern-
meLnt intend to pnsh on with the policy of
constructing agricultural spur railways.
They intend to follow up the principle of
serving the agricultural areas, and in do-
ing so I trust they wilt bring forward a
Bill as soon as they can to serve the agri-
cultural areas around Esperance. T am
pleased to know that in the Assem'hly to-
day there is a majority in favour of that
very much long ed-for railway, and I think
once that line is built we will have settle-
ment in the southern part of Western
Australia that thle people will be proud of.
There is no doubt that this line will go
a long way towards cheapening provisions
on the goldields, as well as affording
easier means of transit to and from thle
Eastern States. The buildina of the Es-
perance railway need cause no concern
amiong-t the residents of Perth and Fre-
mantle; because they are both old and
well established settlements and they have
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the leading houses of the Eastern States
and also many of the big London houses
in their midst. It was satisfactory to
notice also that it is the intention of the
Government to Amalgamate some of lite
departments. I think that the number
of departments in Western Australia i
simply disgraceful. We have three separ-
ate departments dlealing with water sup-
ply; we have the engineer's depart-
ment, the department of the engineer
for mines water supply, and others
that could be amalgamated and run
more cheaply. No notice was taken
of the Public Service Commissioner's re-
commendation some four years ago that
this amialg-amation should be broughbt
about, but I am glad to see that this year
it forms one of the parag-raphis in the
Speech, and no doubt, it will he givent
effect to. I am pleased to see that the
present Government have had the decency
to propose to reduce the Ministerial
salaries which were so unnecessarily
raised by the last Government. I think
that £1,000 a year for Ministers and
£1,200 for the Premier is ample. It is
equal to the amount paid to Ministers iii
the Eastern States and] there was never
any necessity for the salaries to have been
raised.

Hon. C. Sommers: Did you not vote for
the Bill9

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: At any rate
that is one of the evils that the present
Government will endeavour to remtedy,
and they are deserving of thanks for their
keen perception of public opinion. I
will not further delay the House. The
country will, I amt sure, progress under
the present Administration; the members
of it are all men who have had vast ex-
perience in politics. an some of them
have previonsly held portfolios. I con-
gratulate Mr. Drew on his assumption of
office, and assure him that be will have all
the support I can give him while lie is
there.

On, motion by Hol,. W. Kingsmill. de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 3.53 p.m.

legtiative Eteemblv,
Wednesday, 1st NYovemiber, 1911.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.
The Legislative Assembly met at noon,

pursuant to proclamation by His Exeel-
lency the Governor, which proclamation
wvas read b y the Acting Clerk (Mr. A. R.
Grant).

-MESSAGE; OPENING BY COMMIS-
SIONERS.

A Message from the Commissioners ap-
pointed by thle Governor to do all things
necessary for the opening of Parliament
requestedl thme attendance of members of
tile Legislative Assembly in the Legisla-
tive Council Chamber; and haln. members
having accordingly proceeded to that
Chamber and heard the Commission read
they returned to the Assembly Chamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.
His Honour, Mr. Justice McMillan,

having, been commissioned by thle Gov'-
ernior. appeared in thle Assembly OChamber
to administer to members the oath of al-
legiance to His Majesty tle King.

The Acting Clerk produced election
writs showing the return of 47 members
as representatives for the Legislative
Assembly. the writs for Pilbara, Kimber-
ley, and Roebourne not having been re-
turned.

All the members elected, except those
for Leederville and Gascoyne were presenst
and took and subscribed the oath as re-
quired by statute, amnd signed the roll.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan),

addressing the Acting Clerk, said: Mr.
Grant, the House being duly consti-
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